
Despite record snowfalls over the winter, Northumberland has experienced a number of wildfire incidents 

during the spring.  There have also been numerous fires in neighbouring counties, as well as significant incidents in 

West Yorkshire and Devon.  Media reports have suggested that improved equipment, better training, and collaborative 

working relationships have resulted in more effective fire fighting operations at a number of wildfire incidents.  These 

are fundamental components of the efforts of the Northumberland Fire Group (NFG), and the ongoing activities of the 

Group aim to further enhance the local resilience to wildfire incidents through quicker responses and more efficient fire 

suppression operations.   

The implications of climate change were discussed at a recent meeting of the English Wildfire Forum (EWF) in 

Northumberland, with the Forum taking the role of pushing wildfire awareness issues at the national level on behalf of 

wildfire groups.  Climate change is also likely to be a topic of discussion at the upcoming “Fire Risk in Europe 

Conference” which is to be held in Newcastle in June.  All indications suggest that the fire risk is likely to increase into 

the future, making the work of the NFG evermore critical to the protection of rural Northumberland’s economic, 

environmental and cultural well-being. 

The NFG has been involved in a number of activities over the last six months.  Details of these and other pending events 
are outlined below. 

www.northwoods.org.uk 

Update... 

CHEVIOT FUTURES WILDFIRE EXERCISE 

Despite the best efforts of the Northumberland winter to delay proceedings, the NFG conducted an Incident Man-
agement Team training event at Linhope Estate on Tuesday 3rd March 2010.   Funded by the Cheviot Futures Pro-
ject, the primary purpose of the exercise was to test protocols and procedures established by the NFG, with particu-
lar emphasis on testing the command structure and effective interagency communications.  The event was attended 
by personnel from the Northumberland Fire & Rescue Service (NFRS), Northumberland National Park Authority, 
Forestry Commission, Linhope Estate, Landmarc, & Northumberland National Park Mountain Rescue Team. 

A number of valuable lessons have been learnt by those that attended, including the need for patience from estate 
and farm staff when dealing with the NFRS at wildfire incidents.  There are certain formal procedures that need to 
be followed, and the best thing that gamekeepers and farmers can do is provide local knowledge to assist with the 
incident management.  Having said this, NFRS Officers need to acknowledge that land managers will be very keen 
to get back out onto the land to coordinate their own staff, and so every endeavour needs to be made to accommo-
date their wishes.   

All involved felt the exercise was very worthwhile, and similar events should be held in the future to improve 
working relationships between agencies and land managers, and enhance the knowledge of respective capabilities. 

The Group wishes to extend its thanks to Lord Percy of Linhope Estate for allowing the event to be held on the es-
tate and to John Queen (Head Gamekeeper) for his active participation in the exercise.   

COOPERATIVE BURNING 

Members of the NFRS Wildfire Specialist Team attended a days heather burning 
on East Allenheads Estate in mid April in an effort to enhance fire-fighter 
experience and establish closer working relationships with local estates.  This was 
conducted through the NFG as a pilot for what will hopefully be a larger initiative 
in subsequent burning seasons. 

The intention is to have staff from various NFRS fire stations attend prescribed 
heather burns on a number of estates throughout the County.  By working 

alongside experienced gamekeepers this will provide practical training for those fire-fighters involved, meaning 
that they are better prepared to deal with wildfire incidents when they do occur.  The estates benefit from 
having extra hands to assist with their burning programme. 

Plans are underway to extend this to 10 properties in 2010-11.  Watch this space for developments! 
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The Northumberland Fire and Rescue Service is hosting 

the Fire Risk in Europe Conference 2010 on Monday 

21st & Tuesday 22nd June 2010 at the Marriott Gosforth 

Park Hotel in Newcastle Upon Tyne. 

The conference will provide a European platform for shar-

ing best practice, knowledge and experience on how to 

identify, assess and manage fire risk.   

The conference will be divided into three themes —

Accidental Fire Risk, Environmental Fire Risk and Social 

Fire Risk.  Those attending will consider methods to aid in 

preventing and reducing fire. 

Further information about the conference, including regis-

tration forms, can be found on the website: 

 

WILDFIRE 2011 
Following on from the successful Wildfire 2009 event 

held in Hampshire, planning 

is already underway to stage 

the next Wildfire Conference. 

O r g a n i s e d  b y  R u r a l 

Development Initiatives, this 

biennial national event 

showcases developments in 

wildfire prevention and suppression, along with 

presentations on a range of wildfire related topics.  There 

are also trade exhibitions and technical demonstrations. 

Wildfire 2011 is scheduled to take place on the 14th & 15th 

of September 2011 in Buxton, Derbyshire.  Located in the 

heart of the Peak District, the conference will provide an 

opportunity to look at some of the pioneering work of the 

Peak District Fire Operations Group, along with a range 

of other speakers on various wildfire-related topics. 

The conference programme is still to be finalised.  

Expressions of interest for presenters and attendance are 

currently being sought, with further information available 

on the following website: 

www.wildfire2009.org.uk/wildfire_2011.html 

FIRE PLANS 

A key output of the NFG is compilation and maintenance of Fire Plans.  A large number have al-
ready been completed and these have been transferred to the NFRS Mobile Data Terminals 
(MDT).  The MDT will enable responding fire appliances to access electronic copies of Fire Plans, 
along with maps of related access, rendezvous and water points.  However, we are still a long way 
ÆÒÏÍ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÎÅÁÒ ÆÕÌÌ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÆ .ÏÒÔÈÕÍÂÅÒÌÁÎÄͻÓ ȰÁÔ-ÒÉÓËȱ ÁÒÅÁÓ ×ÉÔÈ &ÉÒÅ 
Plans.  Please contact the Wildfire Project Officer if you would like further information or assis-
tance to complete a Fire Plan. 

For advice or queries regarding the 
Northumberland Fire Group and its 

activities, or general wildfire matters, 
please contact: 

DARRIN WOODS 
Wildfire Project Officer  

Mobile: 07827 931 849  
Email:  

darrin.woods@rural.development.org.uk 

WILDFIRE TRAINING COURSES 
RDI organises wildfire training courses designed 
to meet the needs of the land-based sector: 

Basic Wildfire ɂaimed at land managers and 
anyone that may be involved on a fire ground. 

Advanced Wildfire ɂbuilds on the knowledge 
gained in the Basic course. 

Both courses are based on internationally ap-
proved wildfire training courses and are adapted 
to suit the needs of the UK. 

Courses are run on demand.  Contact the Wild-
fire Poject Officer with enquiries. 

http://www.fireriskeuropeconference.com/
http://www.wildfire2009.org.uk/wildfire_2011.html

