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Introduction

UK

A 2008 72009

A Project Officerz Cumbria &
Northumberland Wildfire Groups

A Assistedwith Eurofire z European wildfire
training programme

USA

A 2003z 2008

A Wildfire Fighter z specialised
In wildfire suppression operationsand
Implementing national fuels vegetation

reduction programme
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Wildfire in the US
Historical Perspective

A Pre-20t century
I Wildfire occurred naturally in North America

A Early 20t Century

I Wildfires destroyed public and private
Investments and natural environment,
prompting 80 7 90 years of
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US Govt Priorities (20" Century)

(1) Human Life

(2) Property

(3) Natural Resource Values
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Complete Wildfire Suppression

A Complete wildfire suppression poligjgnificantly
reduced obvious and immediate destruction to life,
property and the natural environment

BUT!

| A Changes to the natural environment and resulting
risks were difficult to recognize, mounting slowly
and inconspicuously through out the 2@ century
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Effect of Complete Wildfire Suppressio

A Complete wildfire suppression policy
resulted In:

I heavy accumulation of dead vegetation
| altered vegetation arrangement

I changes in vegetative structure and
composition
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Changes to Fire Regimes
Bitterroot National Forest (1904 z 2004)
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Result of Complete Wildfire Suppressio

The catastrophic
wildfires seen In the
US today are the |
result ofaltered fire &
lregimes
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